BEFORE THE JUDI Cl AL QUALI FI CATI ONS COVWM SSI ON
STATE OF FLORI DA
CASE NO.: 01-244

| NQUI RY CONCERNI NG JUDGE SUPREME CT. CASE NO. SCO01-2670
CHARLES W COPE; /

FI NDI NGS, CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMMENDATI ONS BY THE
HEARI NG PANEL OF THE JUDI Cl AL QUALI FI CATI ONS COVM SSI ON
REGARDI NG COSTS

The Hearing Panel issued its Findings, Conclusions and
Recommendati ons regarding the nerits of this matter on August 1,
2002, and requested the parties to submt notions regarding
costs. The Hearing Panel received a notion by counsel for Judge
Cope seeking costs and a separate notion seeking attorneys’
f ees. The Hearing Panel also received a notion by the
| nvestigative Panel for expenses relating to facts which had
been the subject of requests for adm ssions.

The Hearing Panel concludes and recomrends that both sides
shoul d bear their own costs and that attorneys' fees should be

deni ed under In re: Hapner, 737 So. 2d 1075 (Fla. 1999).

Therefore, the Hearing Panel recomrends that the Court deny
the requests for costs nentioned above and further deny the
nmotion for attorneys' fees. This recomendati on does not
concern the recently filed pleadings concerning costs and

attorneys' fees as filed directly with this Court by Judge Cope



and by the Investigative Panel.

SO ORDERED this day of October, 2002.
FLORI DA JUDI Cl AL QUALI FI CATI ONS
COWM SSI ON
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